AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE UNDER 37 CFR § 1.111 

Serial Number: 09/630,000 
Filing Date: August 1 , 2000 

Title: LEAD HAVING VARYING STIFFNESS AND METHOD OF MANUFACTURING THEREOF 


REMARKS 

This responds to the Office Communication dated February 12, 2007. 

Claims 17, 19, 20, 21, 24-26 and 43-46 are amended, claims 16 and 27-42 are canceled, 
and claims 47-58 are added; as a result, claims 17-26 and 43-58 are now pending in this 
application. 

Claims 1 7-26 and 43-46 

Claim 25 is amended pursuant to the Appeal Decision dated January 23, 2007 and the 
Office Communication dated February 12, 2007. Claim 25 has been amended to independent 
form including the subject matter of claim 16. Applicant respectfully submits claim 25 is 
distinguishable over the presently cited prior art. Further, claims 17, 19, 20, 21, 24, 26 and 43-46 
are amended to now depend from claim 25. Applicant respectfully submits claims 17-24 and 43- 
46 are patentable at least as dependent claims of patentable base claim 25. 

Reconsideration and allowance of claims 17-26 and 43-46 are respectfully requested. 

Claims 47-58 

Claims 47-58 are new. Applicant respectfully submits the newly added claims are 
supported by the specification and therefore do not include new matter. Moreover, Applicant 
respectfully submits claims 47-58 are distinguishable over the presently cited prior art. Claims 
47-58 are patentable at least as dependent claims of patentable base claim 25. 

Consideration and allowance of claims 47-58 are respectfully requested. 
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CONCLUSION 

Applicant respectfully submits that the claims are in condition for allowance, and 
notification to that effect is earnestly requested. The Examiner is invited to telephone 
Applicant's attorney at (612) 371-21 17 to facilitate prosecution of this application. 

If necessary, please charge any additional fees or credit overpayment to Deposit Account 
No. 19-0743. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BRUCE TOCKMANETAL. 
By their Representatives, 

SCHWEGMAN, LUNDBERG, WOESSNER & KLUTH, P.A. 
P.O. Box 2938 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
(612)371-2117 
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